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BLOODY TIMES AHEAD.

8o Says the Rev. Hugh 0, Pentecost In
a Pablie Address.

The Rev. Hugh. O. Pentecost, who
preaches Bundays and edits the Twen-
tleth Centary week ddye, In a recent nd-
drees read the *'signe of the times" ne
follows:

In the sixteenth chapter of Matthew,
the first verse, it is saaid that the Phari-
rees and Sadducees came to Jesus,
tempting nim. The Pharlsees. corres-
pond almost exactly to our church mem
bers, and the Sadducees to our righ men
who have thrown off religion without
putitng on the practice of justice and
fraternity. Benjumin MHarrison and
John Wannamauker are typical Phari-
sees, Jay Gould and Chauncy Depew are
typleal Badducees.

The Pharisees and Sadducees nasked
Jesus to show them a sign from heaven.
Most men are more curious to see a mir-
ncle than to do what Is fulr and honest.
The professed followers of Jesus to-day
are more interested in the miracles he is
reported to have wronght thaun in the
wise maxime of conduct he is sald to
hiave uttered.

Jesus refused to work a miracle, and
what he is reported to have said to his
tempters is fair evidence that he was not
snd did not pretend to be a miracle
worker. What he s reported to have
eaid to the Pharisees and Sndducees I8
this:

When it is evening, ye say: *It will
be fuir weather; for the heaven is red.'
And In the morning: ‘It will be foul
weather to-dsy, for the heaven is red
aid lowering.”  Ye know how to dis-
cern the tace of the heaven, but ye can-
not discern the signs of the times. An
eyl and wdulterous generation seeketh
after a sign, and there shall no sign be
given unto it,—but the sign of Jonah.

After saging this he turned on his
heel and left them, staring after him.

What was the sign of Jonah? Jonah
is one of the most famous characters in
fictitlous literature. He e the person
who I8 sald to have been swallowed by a
fish and to haye performed the remarka-
ble feat of living for three days in the
creature’s stomach, being afterward
thrown ont by the flsh on the beach,
greatly to the rellef, we miy suppose,
of the fish., 'This epleode, however,
does not, I think, constitute the sign to
which Jesus referred, That sign, ]
think, Is found In Jonah’s subsequent
history, which Is not as well known as
{& his famous submarine experience.

Johah was n prophet. He Is snld to
have been sent by Jehovsh to Ninevah,
n city nearly as large s New York, to
gay that in forty days from the date of
his arrival, the city, on account of fia
wickedness, would be destroyed. The
king of Nlnevah became alarmed and
ssgovered himself with eackeloth and sat
in ashes,” He also commanded that
maun nor beast should eat or drirk; that
they, men and bensts, should be covered
with sack-cloth and should “‘cry might-
ily unto God" and turn from thelr evil
ways and cenge their violence toward
ench other,

What . wickedness the animals hnd
been guilty of, or how they could “ery
mightily unto God,”" or what was the
necessity for coverlng them with sack-
cloth and compelling them to fast, I do
not know, I inerely give you the story
n8 It was told in the book of Jonuh.
Neither can I understand why Jehovan
should be plensed because the king sat
in ashies, but it appears from the story
that he wns, and that the threatened
doom of the ¢ity was ayerted. Let us
not miss the poiut of the story becnuse
of embellishments that are (0 us ore or
less absurd. The polut of the story is that
Ninevah was a city in which landlords
and money lenders and other monopo-
listic robbers kept the working people
very poor snd comsequently very de-
graded. The king was a tyrunt, the
nobles were parnsites, the women were
lewd, the poor were sluves, The natur-
al outcome of this stue of things was
that Ninevah, by Internal revolutlons or
wxternal foea, was sbout to be destroyed.
The king was wise enough to listen to
Jonah and the other prophets, or cranks,
Wwithin his dominions and change his
,course by establishing conditlons trom
which happy results followed.

All these details are not told in the
book of Jonah, but human nuture is the
snme In all ages and like results follow
like conditions In every time, 50 that we
know what happened in Ninevuh ns well
ne if 1t hal been old in the langunge of
reason instead of In the lnugunge of eu-
perstition,

What Jesus meant, then, when he

spoke to the Pharisees and Sadducees | the Grand Central milway station. Our

was this: ““You are an evil and adul-
terous generation. Your rich men are
robbers; many of your women are de-
bauched, your poor people are sluves.
Go and read the story of Junuh’s mis-
glon to Ninevah. If you meud your
wanys you will eseape destruction. If
you do nat, your nation will be destroy-
ed. You do not need » sign from heav-
en. You only need to exercise your
common sense.’”

I'he Jews did not listen to Jesur, and
their nation was overthrown. God did
not destroy it. The people, by their
great greed, thelr ignorance, their tyr-
anny on the one hand and their submis-
sion on the other, brought It to ruin.

Thus Egypt under the Pharnoh of
Exodus was destroyed. Thus Bubylon
was shattered. T'hus Rome fell. “Thus
the monarchy in France foundered In
blood. ‘I'hus the plutoeratic Republie
of the United States is tottering to ruin.

All the rigns of the thues indieate
that before the sum rises ou the first day
of January, 1801, this nation will writhe
nnd groan and scream In an agonv of
revolution; and that before five yenrs
have paxeed the streets of our great
citles will be slippery with blood-——a
hundred drops of blood for ench gem
that flaghes on the necks of the pamper-
ed women of the rich; en drops of
blood for ench tear that hins washed the
fiice of poverty.

Whut ure these signs of the times?

In the south every election of lmpor-
tunce I8 earried at the muzzle of a gua,
In the north the rich minority rule by
boodle. In the south the rich minority
rule by buckshot. In the north the
poor ure bribed to go to the polls and
vote for the rich. In the south the poor
are frlghtened away from the polls to
muke room for the rich. The Repub-
ileans of the vorth necuse the Demo-
erats of the south of Tuthmidating the
poor, The Demovrats of the south ne-
cnge the Repoblicans of the north ol
eorrupting the poor. Both accusations
are true. Polities in this county i« ko
rotten that it stinks, and the worst of i
is, not that it s 8o, but that everybly
knows that it I8 0, but almost nobody
enreda,  The pulful ery of the Democtais
after the recent clection in Mxine was
that they did not have money enongh to
win., Everybody knows that in every
election the party that ean buy the most
votes will succeed, and that whichever
of the old parties wing the money letid-
ery and corporations will rule the people
for thelr oan benefit,

The question Is sometimes raisel,
whether our Republican form of govs
erpment will fail, It has filed, This
is not & republic. It Is a plutarchy. We
are ruled not from Washington but from |
Wall etreet; not from Albauy but from

president Is the creature of bank direc-
tors and protected manafacturers. He
was elected by their money; he Is the
agent of their will. Our governors are
the creatures ot the railronds and coal
mines, Our government officlals, frem
the president to the Pinkerton detectives,
are appointed by the rich, to Jook ‘after
the intevests of the rich, although they
are pald by taxes wrung from the poor.

And the hopelesancas of the situation
Is that tEe poor, with few exeeptlons,ap-
prove of it, They whine about their
poverty, they gnaw their crusts of bread
and suck the marrow out of thelr soup-
bones, but they may alwnys be counted
on to vote for the rich; and If a revolu-
tion were to break out to-morrow, with
the object ol getting justice done for the
poor, nine-tenths of all the poor would
shoulder muekets and lny down their
lives In defeuse of the right of the rich
to rob them.

Such a nation as onrs; a natlon In
which one milllon plutocrats tyrannize
over six!y million sodden slaves, 17 it Is
not overthrown by a forelgn fue, or
drowned in its own blood, will die of
the gangrene.

1 am no Jouah. I do not come to you
ns & messenger from Jehovab, I only
utter the words of plain common sense,
and ench one of you knows that what I
sy 18 Lrue.

Another sign of the times is thls:

Luboring people can no longer hope
to get justice done them through Iabor
unlons. To the clexr thinker there
never was any expectation that wage
earners could get thelr own by merely
combining, with the object of foreing
monopdlistle employers to pay them
highur wages, Thie is the renson why
the politiciane who, fish for the labor
vote nud the editors who bl for labor
patrouage coutend for the right of la-
boring people to orgunlze.  They know
thut the union Is perfectly harmless
against the power of legal monopoly.

Monopoliets are few, wike, cunning,
and secretly and powerfolly orgunized,
they never quarrel with ench other
agulnet their own Interests  Vaeant
Il owners, money lenders and muna-
gers of corporate monopolies constitute
a more or less closely cemente] von-
spiracy sgainst hunest wenlth producers,
They work into ench other’s hands, they
vote together, they chip in woney to-
gether to buy votes amd Iswmakers amd
judges, The miminisirasion inay be
Republican or Democratic, but o either
unse It administers in the interest of
the bunded munppolisis,  Congress or
the  legislature mny be Republican or
Domoerutic, bt in clther casy it mnkes

lnws iu the interest of the lamd ownres,
thie Lundhollers, the stockhoklers, the
noteholders, the cliarter vwners, unid the
norigugees, Sixteen thousawd  bills

|Coneluded on lnst puge. |




